MEN OF POWER
John Ruskin and Matthew Arnold,   No son was ever
surrounded with more understanding and faith and
encouragement than young Johii Milton.   His father,
perceiving the limitations of his own literary talent,
modestly ceased to force his own Muse and transferred
his ambitions to the son.    At the age of ten, young
John began to write poetry, and thereafter the family
regarded him as a genius and brought him tip as one.
The father gave the son the best tutors he could find.
He grudged no sacrifice that would add to the boy's
training and the development of his character and
ability.   Together, father and mother instilled into him
a passion for knowledge that eventually made him one
of the most erudite of all poets.   Along with this pas-
sion for learning they taught him to appreciate the
benefits of travel, human companionship, and culture
in all its forms.   From his early years John Milton
formed the habit of thinking of himself as a great man,
destined for great works.   There have been many men
who have suffered delusions of grandeur but few who,
without conceit, knew that grandeur was their own.
Milton was one of these few,
Schooling. At eleven he entered St. Paul's School,
London, Even at that age he studied until midnight
nearly every night. Considering the inadequate light-
ing of those days, it is no wonder that he strained his
eyes and had frequent headaches. He made incredible
progress, outstripping by far the requirements of his
instructors. When he left the school at fifteen he had
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